




January 07

- THINK kit

The Think kit 2007 competition was launched. 
Think kit helps students understand the value 
and significance of Intellectual Property in the 
commercial world and adds value to existing 
curriculum topics.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/thinkcompetition.pdf

- UK-IPO’s Intellectual Property Awareness 
Campaign visited Reading

This national campaign offers free information 
on a wide range of intellectual property matters 
- from patents, trade marks, new designs 
legislation, commercial and mediation services.



February 07
	

- UK-IPO launches a dynamic digital format of 
	 THINK kit

UK-IPO unveiled an electronic version of THINK kit 
at the Annual Business and Enterprise Conference.

	http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070207.htm

- Modernisation of Patents Rules

UK-IPO launched a consultation on proposed rules 
to modernise patent litigation.

	http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070312.htm



March 07

-  Healthcare Symposium 

The Intellectual Property in healthcare symposium 
discussed intellectual property issues in the 
healthcare technologies of regenerative medicine 
and genetic diagnostics.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070326a.htm



April 07

- IP Health Check pilot scheme launched  

The pilot scheme aimed to help businesses identify 
their intellectual property and access advice on 
how to protect and maximise its value. 

- Customer Relationship Management Unit Launched

The CRM Unit will develop new systems to capture 
customer intelligence and measure levels of 
customer satisfaction.

- UK-IPO monthly e-newsletter launched

IP Insight is a monthly e-newsletter which highlights 
the latest developments in Intellectual Property 
(IP) news, views from the UK Intellectual Property 
Office and IP professionals, IP stories in the 
media, and details of IP events and exhibitions.

- Ian Fletcher is appointed as Chief Executive of the 
UK-IPO

- The UK-IPO creates a Copyright and Enforcement 
Directorate  

The UK-IPO has brought together all its innovation-
related activities in a single Directorate, which 
provides better policy linkages in this area

- UK Intellectual Property Awareness Survey 
published

The UK-IPO unveiled its first ever comprehensive 
survey on UK Business. 

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/ipsurvey.pdf



- The UK-IPO launched the “China Roadmap”

UK-IPO ‘China, an Enforcement Roadmap’, was 
published. The guide offers guidance on the 
Chinese Intellectual Property protection and 
enforcement system.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070411.htm

- Sections 107A and 198A of the Copyright Designs 
and Patents Act (CDPA) 1988 was enacted

New powers under the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act, made enforcement of copyright 
infringement the responsibility of Trading 
Standards and gave officers the power to make 
test purchases, enter premises and inspect and 
seize goods and documents.

- UK-IPO pilot a fast track European search scheme

A pilot scheme launched on 1 April 2007 means 
European patent applications made through the 
Utilisation Pilot Project will be processed more 
quickly.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070404.htm



- The UK-IPO began working under its new name

From 2 April 2007 the Patent Office began 
working under its new name, ‘United Kingdom 
Intellectual Property Office’ (UK-IPO).  The 
change followed one of the recommendations of 
the Gowers Review of Intellectual Property.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070330.htm

- World IP day celebrated on 26th April

The day is an opportunity to focus attention 
on the significant role innovation plays in our 
economy and how it affects our day to day living.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070426.htm

- Strategic Advisory Board for Intellectual 
Property Policy (SABIP) established

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/sabip.htm



May 07

- David Roberts appointed as a Non-Executive 
Director of the UK-IPO Steering Board

http://circle/people-droberts

- Environmental Management System (EMS)

An independent review of UK-IPO current 
environmental strategy and Environmental 
Management System (EMS) against the 
requirements for the international standard, ISO 
14001 was carried out in May.  The outcome of this 
review was positive.



June 07

- Cracking Ideas,  the biggest primary school 
innovation project fronted by Wallace and Gromit  
launched

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070604.htm

- THINK Kit  “Hobby to Enterprise” competition 
winners were presented their prizes at an award 
ceremony in London

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070620.htm

- The UK-IPO launched a free on-line publication 
service

A new patents publication on-line service was 
made available on 18 June on the UK-IPO web site.  
It allows users to view and download patents on 
their day of publication. 

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070618.htm

- The UK-IPO launched an on-line patent application 
service

The service allows users to apply for patents 
on-line and provide their inventorship information 
using a web-based interface. Users can also 
request search and examination of their 
application in this way.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070626.htm
 



- The UK-IPO at the heart of a new department  

The Prime Minister announced the formation of a 
new Department for Innovation, Universities and 
Skills (DIUS) which assumed responsibility from 
the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) for 
science and innovation - including ensuring world-
class research and increased business innovation. 

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070711.htm



July 07

- Patent Highway between the UK and Japan 12 month 
trial began in July

The Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) allows patent 
applicants who have received an examination 
report by either the UK-IPO or the Japan Patent 
Office to request accelerated examination of a 
corresponding patent application filed in the other 
country.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-release-
2007/press-release-20070702.htm

- Lord Triesman appointed Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State for Intellectual Property and 
Quality

  	
- Three-Way benchmarking exercise

The UK-IPO, the European Patent Office (EPO) and 
the German Patent and Trade Mark Office (DPMA) 
published an independent study which benchmarked 
productivity in the patent grant procedure at the 
three offices.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070726.htm



August 07

- Police and UK-IPO join forces

Staff from the UK- IPO teamed up with South 
Wales police under a new initiative aimed at 
cracking down on Intellectual Property (IP) crime. 

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070801.htm



September 07

- Patent Highway between the UK and USA 12 month 
trial began in Sept

The Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) allows patent 
applicants who have received an examination 
report by either the UK-IPO or the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) to request 
accelerated examination of a corresponding 
patent application filed in the other country.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070904.htm

- UK-IPO Fast-Track Consultation launched 

A public consultation on proposals to introduce 
fast-track processing services for patent and 
trade mark applications was launched.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20070921.htm



October 07

- Changes to Section 5 of the Trade Mark Act

The change means the UK-IPO no longer refuses to 
register a new trade mark application because of 
an earlier conflicting trade mark, unless the owner 
of the earlier mark successfully opposes the new 
application.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/tm/t-decisionmaking/t-law/t-law-
notice/t-law-notice-relativegrounds.htm

- Sainsbury Review of Science and Innovation 
published

Lord Sainsbury published his Review of the 
UK science and innovation system. The Review 
examined the role of science and innovation 
in ensuring the UK remains competitive in our 
increasingly globalised economy.

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/independent_reviews/
sainsbury_review/sainsbury_index.cfm

- The London Agreement

The London Agreement is ratified by France and 
comes into effect in 2008.  It is expected to 
significantly reduce the cost of applying for 
patents through the European Patent Office, 
by almost halving current translation costs 
associated with European patents. 

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/policy/policy-issues/policy-
issues-patents/policy-issues-patents-london/policy-
issues-patent-london-frenchagreement.htm



November 07

- Cracking Ideas award ceremony takes place

The Waker-Upper 3000, a machine that keeps 
you awake even when you are bored or tired was 
named as this years “Cracking Ideas” competition 
winner.  The competition was part of the biggest 
ever project to encourage innovation amongst 
primary school children.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/press/press-release/press-
release-2007/press-release-20071120.htm



December 07

- Welsh Language Scheme

Following a public consultation the UK-IPO’s Welsh 
Language Scheme was implemented in November 
2007. 

- The Intellectual Property Crime Report 2007 
published  

The report provides an overview of the impact 
on the UK of IP crime by drawing together 
information provided by the contributors.  

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/crime/crime-enforcement-role/
crime-enforcement-report.htm

- European Patent Convention 2000 (EPC 2000)

This revision includes changes to post grant 
amendment of patents allowing UK business more 
options and flexibility when amending patents, 
giving greater choice in disputes over patent 
rights. 

http://www.epo.org/patents/law/legal-texts/epc2000.html

- British business boosted by overhauled Patent 
Rules

New clear and simple rules on litigation were 
introduced.  The new rules make the system 
more flexible and user-friendly with clearer 
case-management powers and simplified and 
updated administrative requirements for patent 
applications.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/patent/p-decisionmaking/p-law/p-
law-rules.htm



- Launch of new on-line patent services

An online certified copy of patent applications 
and information about late declarations of 
priority was made available through a new 
enhanced version of the web based service 
originally launched in June 2007.

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/patent/p-applying/p-apply/p-apply-
online/p-apply-online-uk-filingsystem.htm
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