


Introduction 

This ‘Roadmap’ is written to provide guidance on the Chinese Intellectual Property 
protection and enforcement system. It has been compiled to be used by businesses 
currently or intending to operate in China. 

The booklet offers practical and effective help on how to protect and enforce intellectual 
property rights, using the current Chinese system. It sets out broad guidelines and can be 
used as a straightforward starting point. 

However, where you have further concerns or uncertainties about your IP rights you are 
urged to seek guidance from the sources listed in the contacts page at the end of this 
booklet.
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While many Western business sectors maintain that high 
piracy rates continue to exist in China, it should be noted 
that the damaging effect is not lost on Chinese authorities 
who recognise that China is also facing considerable 
losses.

To combat the growing threat of IP Crime the Chinese 
government has shifted emphasis away from the 
development of legislation and towards how current 
legislation can be effectively enforced. 

The Chinese government has also put a stronger 
emphasis on bringing together its Governmental bodies by 
harmonising and developing their practices so as to help 
prevent and disrupt IP crime.

The authorities themselves feel they have made real 
progress and that improvement continues to be made in 
IPR enforcement.  They can cite many recent successes 
as a result of their drive for better collaboration.  

Unfortunately enforcing ones rights can be confusing to 
outsiders, as the jurisdiction over acts of infringement is 
spread across a number of State and provincial agencies, 
Moreover a range of differing practices and priorities can 
exist.

In addition the administrative structure can appear intricate 
and convoluted.

Chinese government has shifted 
emphasis away from its developing 
legislation and towards how current 

legislation can be effectively enforced. 


























