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 Content

A claim is a precise statement of the invention that you 
want to protect.  

Your fi rst claim must defi ne the invention by setting 
out its distinctive technical features.  These are the 
features which distinguish your invention from what is 
already known within the same or similar fi eld.

Your fi rst claim should only include the essential 
features of your invention and you should avoid using 
terms that are too restrictive in meaning.  For example, 
if the invention which you have described uses a hook 
on which to hang coats, you should not necessarily call 
it a hook in your claim. Instead, consider whether you 
should call it simply “a support for clothes”.

Subsidiary features may be set out in “dependent 
claims”: these refer to one or more previous claims (as 
shown in the example claims 2-6 overleaf).

A claim should not contain any statements relating 
to commercial or other advantages or other non-
technical aspects; e.g. claims of the type “I claim 
that my invention is novel” or “I claim £250 for my 
clothes stand” or “I claim to be the inventor of this 
clothes stand” or “I claim that my clothes stand will 
make it easier to get access to the clothes” will not be 
accepted.

Do not use a full stop in the middle of any claim as this 
would make it unclear.

Do not put anything in your claims which you have not 
already referred to in your description.  The claims 
must be fully supported by the description.

Patent Factsheets: Claims

The basis of a UK patent application is a legal document called a specifi cation.  Its contents determine whether 
a patent can be granted. You would be well advised to seek professional assistance when preparing your patent 
application.  A patent specifi cation includes:

· a full description of your invention, plus any drawings referred to 
· one or more claims.

This factsheet tells you about the claims. An example is shown overleaf. Other factsheets in this series explain how 
to prepare a description, drawings, and an abstract (which is another essential part of an application).

The Intellectual Property Offi ce will conduct a search 
on your application based upon the invention defi ned 
in your claims.  If your claims aren’t well written or 
thought out, the results of our search may not be as 
helpful as they could be.  Your application cannot be 
‘searched’ if it has no claims.

Drafting commercially successful claims is not easy.  If 
you are in any doubt about the effectiveness of your 
claims, consult a patent attorney. 

At the substantive examination stage the claims will be 
assessed to determine whether the invention is new 
and inventive.  If necessary, you will then be given the 
opportunity to amend your claims.
  
Style and presentation

Type (or print) the claim(s) on one side only of 
separate sheets of white A4 paper.

Begin your claims on a separate sheet of paper, 
preferably headed “CLAIMS”.  If you decide to write 
more than one claim, number them in order beginning 
with claim 1.

Number the pages of claims in order, to follow on from 
the pages of the description (for example, if your last 
descriptive page is numbered 2, your fi rst claim page 
will be numbered 3).

Leave margins of 2.0cm. 

Join the pages together with a paper clip or bulldog clip 
at the top centre of the pages.  Please do not join the 
pages by stapling.
 
The claims should be in English or Welsh.  (The Offi ce 
will provide a translation of any material fi led in Welsh).

IMPORTANT: You will need to fi le your claims at 
the Intellectual Property Offi ce within 12 months of 
your fi ling date (where no claim to priority is made).

Claims
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       Page(s) are numbered to follow on after 
       the pages of the description
Use A4 paper

Preferred heading for 
your claims

Broadest claim - 
include only the 
essential features.  
The claims must relate 
to technical features of
your invention.

Dependent claims 
relating to subsidiary 
features (these claims
are optional)

Enquiries: You can contact the Intellectual Property Offi ce on: 0300 300 2000 (local call rate) or Minicom for 
the hard of hearing: 0300 0200 015.  Alternatively visit our website at www.ipo.gov.uk

We are keen to help all our customers as much as possible, but regret that we cannot assist with the 
commercial exploitation of your invention. This factsheet is not intended to be a comprehensive guide and 
necessarily omits details which may be relevant in particular circumstances.

3
Claims

1. A bicycle stabilising unit comprising
attachment means for attaching the unit to a
bicycle, a ground-engaging wheel which can freely 
rotate about an axis, and cushioning means such
that the axis of  the wheel can be displaced
relative to the attachment means.

2. A bicycle stabilising unit according to 
claim 1, in which the cushioning means is provided 
by a damped suspension strut.

3.  A bicycle stabilising unit according to
claim 1, in which the cushioning means is provided
by a housing which supports the ground-engaging
wheel, the housing including at least one slot
which allows linear displacement of the wheel, 
perpendicular to its axis, the housing also having
at least one spring which controls the 
displacement of the wheel.

4. A bicycle stabilising unit according to
claim 1, in which the cushioning means is provided
by a torsion bar or torsion spring.

5 A  bicycle stabilising unit according to any
of the preceding claims,in which the cushioning
means is adjustable so that the degree of
cushioning can be varied.

6. A bicycle stabilising unit according to
claim 2, in which the damped suspension strut is 
detachable so that the ground-engaging wheel is  
stored in a non-ground-engaging position.

Claims: Typical example



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


