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Patent Factsheet: Publication

This factsheet includes basic information about the first publication of your patent application, the so called “A”
publication. It explains the form in which your application is published, what additional information is published at
this stage, and its significance on future rights. This factsheet does not carry any information about second or “B”

publication, which takes place after a patent is granted.

Publication

What does “A” publication mean?

Your specification is made available to the general
public and to specialist libraries and other Patent
Offices around the world. The specification is
published on our website and is made freely available
to view and download. The application is laid open

to public inspection and the fact of publication is
advertised in the Intellectual Property Office online
Patents Journal. It is therefore at this stage that all
details of your invention are seen by competitors. The
act of publication gives notice that you are seeking a
patent and warns the public of the monopoly sought
(via the claims). If you do not want your application
published you must withdraw it before the date
when preparations for publication are complete.
An indication of this date will be provided in the cover
letter of your search report. A few days before this
date, we write to you to give the exact date when
preparations for publication will be complete and
provide you with a publication number and date of
publication. By then it may be too late to prevent
publication of your application.

Your name and address will appear on the

front page of the published application. Upon
publication these details will also appear in our
records and in our online Patents Journal, both of
which are available to the public on our website
and can be permanently searched using most
standard search engines. If you do not want

your home address published, please give us a
different address where you can be contacted,
such as a business address or a PO Box address.

What is published?
The published “A” document includes:

(i) the description of your invention (as originally filed),
(ii) any drawings filed with your application (as
amended if necessary),

(iii) the first set of claims filed (and the last set of any
amended claims received before publication),

(iv) the front page with the abstract (which may have
been amended by the examiner), an illustrative
drawing, bibliographic details and a list of documents
cited on the search report,

(v) a copy of the search report.

In addition, at “A” publication, all the correspondence
on file between you and the Intellectual Property
Office becomes available to the public. It is not
included in the “A” document, but may be inspected
by any member of the public requesting to see it.

What are the reference codes on the front page of
the “A” document?

These are standard codes used by all countries that
are members of the World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPQO). Overleaf there is a typical front
page with an explanation of the codes used.

When is my application published?

Unless you have requested accelerated publication,
“A” publication will not generally take place until about
18 months from the earliest date of your application

— either the filing date or the priority date (if claiming
priority from an earlier application). In the example
given overleaf the application was filed 24.09.2009
but has an earlier priority date of 24.09.2008; the
publication date is 14.04.2010, approximately 18
months from the priority date.

Have | any patent rights?

At this “A” publication stage you have no patent
protection. A patent is only granted when an
application meets the requirements of the Patents
Act and Rules and this can only be established by
substantive examination (see below). If a patent is
eventually granted, you may be able to take action
against infringements which have occurred after your
“A” publication date, but not for the period between
filing and “A” publication.

What do | do next?

You may decide that you do not wish to proceed with
your application, for example, if the documents cited
in the search report indicated that your invention was
not new. However, if you decide to continue you have
6 months from the date of “A” publication in which to
request substantive examination of your application,
unless you have done so already, by filing Patents
Form 10, with fee.

Intellectual Property Office is an operating name of the Patent Office



'S9oURISWINDIID Jejnoiued ul JueAs|al g Aew yoiym

Ss|ie1ap SHWO Ajessasau pue apinb aAisuayaldwod e ag 03 papualul Jou SI
1994S10®} SIYL "UOIUDAUI INOA JO UoieIo|dXa [IDJaWW0o9 3yl YIM ISISSE Jouued
am 1ey) 104681 Ing ‘8|gIssod sk yanuw se SIswoisnd Jno |e djay 0] uaay ale s
MN'A0B odI'mmm 1e alISgam INo 1ISIA

AlaAireussly "STO 0020 00€0 :Bulreay jo prey ayi 1oy WODIUIN 10 (81el [[ed [ed0))
000Z 00E 00E0 :Uo 21O Aladold [en1oa]|@1u] 3yl 19BIUO0D UBD NOA :Sallinbu3j

uswnoop paysiignd v A1ans uo Jeadde [jim sapod anoge ay [[e 10N 910N

wared ay) Joy BuiA|dde Apoq arelo0diod 1o suosiad (T2)
(199ys10e4 10day
yoJeas 99S) Jaulwexa N ayl Aq payosseas suoi1oa)jod Juawnaog (89)
uonuaAul syl Jo 1oensqy  (LS)
1odal yoseas ayl ul palsl| sjluswinoop Le Joud Jo 1si7 (99)
8L 10eAsSqy P uonuaAul sy jo apiL  (¥S)
(pasn siyy
JO uonipa pue) uonealdde siy) 01 8210 Auadoid [emo9|@iu|
ay1 Ag paidde apo) uonealisse|d aled [euoneulaul ayl (19
221)JO Auadoid [emog|a1u]
aur Aq paysijand 1s1y st uonealdde ayy yolym uo ayep ayl  (gv)
Anunoo Auoud (g€) pue uoneaidde yey
Jo arep sI (zg) “4aquinu uoneoldde Auoud si (Tg) ‘6 8 (JIano 88S)
sales uoiealdde ay) eyl alep 1salliea ayl INo0ge uoiewou| (0g)
VO
Aadoid renyos||aiul sy yum pajy sem uoneoidde ayyjeyy ayep ayr  (22)
Buiyy ye soyo Auadold remosyi@iul
a1 Ag (parejal Jeak) uonealjdde ayy 01 usAIb Jaquinu adualajal ay L (t2)
Alunod auljep 01 8po9 Jans| oM plepurls (61)
(resjiano 2as) uonealgnd jo adA1 01 paidde Jans| apod (e1)
juswnoop jo uonduasag (z1)

juswnoop paysiignd 01 usaAlb Jaquinu Juared (11)

S3d0D 3ON3qd343d 40 NOILVYNVY1dX3

GB 2464184 A

‘leusyew
oli0[eo0)joubew pajeoosse sy pue yeys Bunejol syy 0y
joadsal yym Aseuonels aq o) pabuelse aq Aew sjaubew
18)N0 pue Jauul 8y "yeys ay) o} paxy Apoadip oq Aew
J3UIBJUOD JBJNUUE BY) PUE $¢ S|duueyd piny Buipusixa
Ajleixe Buiaey /| Jaulejuod Jejnuue ue uj pabuele

aq Aew |eusjew ouojesojeubew ay | “1ebueyoxs jesy

e elA uoljelabliel 108 0) pasn aq Aew pinj} pajood
ay) pue ‘[elajew olojedoyeubew ayy ybnoiyy paye|nolro
9 ueo pinj} Jajsued) jeay v “deb onaubew sy}

10 apisino uonisod pazippubewsp e pue deb ojsubew
ay} ulypm uonisod paziyaubew e usamiag sajeulsye
|eus)ew oliojedojeubew ay) Jo uolod e yeys

ay} Jo uonejos Buunp pue ‘ayjeboy ajejos Aauy jeyy
yons yeys ay} o} pajdnoo si [elsjew dlojesojpubew
ay] "sajejol (¢ By 0g) |eusyew ouojesopubew e yoiym
uiyym deb onaubew e Buluysp sypubew Jajno pue
Jauul 8y Jayjebo] “Jeubew Jauul ay) Jo SpISINO sIXe
AU} WoJy souessip [elpel e pasodsip 9| jJoubew Jano
Ue pue SIXe 8y} WO} SOUE)SIP [eIpel B PUE SIXe ay}

J0 8uo Je pasodsip Z| }oubew Jauul ue sapnjoul pue
‘sIXe Ue Jnoge a|qejejol | Jeys e sey jeay bulusjsues)
104 (1 By Q1) @01nep uonesablyal onpubew v

‘sjoubey |eipey usamjag

Bunejoy pue yeys e o} pajdno) |elidjey dI0jed0}3uUbeN YHM 321A8(Q uoljesabiiyay onaubeyy o) joensqy

991Aap uorjesabliyal opdubey (UOHUSAU| BU} JO B

16)

¥S)

31X1!0000d3‘IdM:3NIT-NO -8Uyi0
€sz4 10 NI
:yoless Jo peld (8s)

Vv SZELPYY SN
V 211508002 dr

LV $068012 d3
:payd spuewnooq (95)

veeLLely sn
LV 21¥¥20/6002 OM

(10°9002) 00/kz gszd
70 NI (1S)

wopBuy payun ‘01 ZN

“YALSTHONVIN ‘}9313g A3|SOI G8-€8 ‘dSNOH Xassng
dT13H10 B SyIeN

:90IAI9G 10} SSBIPPY JO/pue Jusby

1ppaiIpeyl O eYsas
Bueyz Buipy
:(s)i03udAu|

eOLIBWY JO SBJeIS PajiuN ‘Ey8Z-Yr0E9 HNOSSIN
‘uojabpug ‘peoy 300y saleYD IS 66621
(aaemelaq - ysn ul pajesodioou))

uonesodiod uuewssny

:(s)yueonddy

vl)

2l)

92}

€859¢zzl (1€)
eyeq Ajoud

sn (gg) 800260y (2€)

6002°60'vC :Buii4 jo sjeq

0°€089160 ‘0N uopeolddy

(

0g)

22)

12)

0LoZvovL uoneolignd v Jo aeq (€v)

<$:

.V@ —HV@.VN W mmv e CO_HNO__Q% Hcmu_.mn_ v_: (1)

© Crown Copyright

WS0061DPS/Factsheets/07-10



