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If the transaction document is not in English must I 
provide an English translation?

Yes. You must send us an English translation of the 
document. 

Can anyone inspect the transaction document?

As a rule anyone can inspect a document once it is filed at 
the Intellectual Property Office.

Do I need to register any licence under my patent?

No, but it may be to your advantage to do so. For details ask 
us for our leaflet “Registering licences under your patent”.  

If you have questions about anything in the leaflet please 
contact us at:

Intellectual Property Office
Concept House
Cardiff Road
Newport
South Wales NP10 8QQ

Telephone: 08459 500 505
Minicom: 08459 222 250

How do I tell the Intellectual Property Office about a 
transfer or mortgage?

You should file Patents Form 21. If the assignor (or the 
mortgagor, where appropriate) has signed the Form 21,  no 
additional proof is required.  If the Form 21 does not have 
the required signatures, evidence proving the transaction will 
be required. This may be the document or extracts from it. 
Please note that any documents filed as evidence to prove 
the transaction will be destroyed in due course. Original 
documents are not required as we will accept photocopies of 
the evidence you file.

How quickly should I tell the Intellectual Property 
Office?

To give yourself the maximum protection under your patent, 
you should register as quickly as possible, in any event 
within six months of the date of execution of the transfer of 
ownership.

What should the transaction document or extract of it 
contain?

The document should contain:

•	 the date the transaction took place;

•	 the name and address of both parties;

•	 the signature of the assignor or mortgagor

•	 the patent number;

Note if the transaction took place before 01 January 2005 all 
parties should sign the document.  

Can I transfer ownership of my patent to another 
person?

Yes. Your patent or application for a patent is your personal 
property. You can transfer any rights in or under it to another 
person or organisation which can own property. This 
includes passing on the patent or patent application in
your will.  If you own the patent jointly with someone else 
you must get their permission before you transfer any rights 
in the patent.  We advise you to get legal advice on
how to transfer rights in or under your patent.

Can I use my patent as security to get a financial loan?

Yes. As with certain other property, such as a house, you can 
mortgage your patent to guarantee your loan.  

Is a “word of mouth” transaction acceptable?

Only transfers or mortgages drawn up in writing and signed 
by the assignor or mortgagor (or by their agents or solicitors) 
can be registered in the Register.

Note if the transaction took place before 01 January 
2005 both/all parties should sign.

Should I tell the Intellectual Property Office if I transfer 
or mortgage my patent? 

Yes, so that we can register the transaction in the Register 
of Patents.  Otherwise the transfer will not be completely 
effective.  

For further information please visit our website at:- www.ipo.gov.uk or contact us on:- 08459 500 505
All information contained in this document was correct at the time of going to print, and is available in alternative formats on request. 



This leaflet is one of a series outlining procedural requirements and other matters about patents. It 
is not intended to be a comprehensive guide, and many details which may be relevant in particular 
circumstances have been omitted. It is, therefore, advisable to seek independent professional 
advice about any matters covered by the leaflet, and not to rely on this leaflet alone.
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