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Dhaer Makiahimn,

POWERS OF ENTRY

We met yesterday and | agreed to write to you about the next steps the
Government are taking on powers of entry, search, seizure and inspection.

First, | would like to thank you for the constructive approach you brought to
the meeting. We share a commitment to ensure that powers of entry are both
accessible to the public and that such powers are both necessary and
proportionate.

We have embarked on a comprehensive programme of work; | have set this
out below in detail as discussed. We consider that this level of information and
evidence-based approach is required in order to help determine how best to
consider legislation in this area. | do not feel that we are currently in that
position and | am aware that the information is not currently available in the
format set out below.

That is why, as | indicated during Second Reading, we would be unable to
support the provisions of the Private Member’s Bill you laid before the House.
Secondly, and importantly, the Bill does not appear to have extended
consideration to the existing need for the powers contained in the Schedule to
the Bill nor to any discrete operational requirements required by individual
enforcement agencies.






