
 Section 278: Use of the term "patent attorney": supplementary provisions 

 278.01 This provides that certain uses of the term "patent attorney" do not contravene 
certain provisions. 

 
Section 278(1) 

 The term "patent attorney" may be used in reference to a solicitor, and a firm of solicitors 
may be described as a firm of "patent attorneys", without any contravention of section 276. 

 278.02 Use of that term by solicitors is allowed without contravening section 276. 

 
Section 278(2) 

 No offence is committed under the enactments restricting the use of certain expressions in 
reference to persons not qualified to act as solicitors - 

 (a) by the use of the term "patent attorney" in reference to a registered patent 
agent, or 

 (b) by the use of the term "European patent attorney" in reference to a person 
on the European list. 

 
Section 278(3) 

 The enactments referred to in subsection (2) are section 21 of the Solicitors Act 1974, 
section 31 of the Solicitors (Scotland) Act 1980 and Article 22 of the Solicitors (Northern 
Ireland) Order 1976. 

 278.03 Use of the term "patent attorney" by registered patent agents, and the term 
"European patent attorney" by persons on the European list, is allowed without committing 
any offence under the enactments listed in subsection (3) concerning titles reserved for 
solicitors. 
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