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1. For EPO decisions, see separate list below. 
 

2. "SHB" indicates a Secretariat Hearing Box number (old Office numbering system). 
 

3. The Reports of Patent, Design and Trade Mark Cases (RPCs) have been published 
since 1884.  For those published between 1884 and 1955, the first number of the 
RPC citation refers to the Volume number, where Volume 1 was published in 1884, 
Volume 2 in 1885 etc.  From 1956 onwards, the year is provided instead. 
 

4. In 2001, Sweet & Maxwell (then publishers of the RPCs on behalf of the Office) 
changed the way in which cases are cited.  For citations up until the end of 2000, the 
final number of the citation refers to the page number in that year’s volume.  From the 
beginning of 2001, the final number refers to case number in that year’s volume.  This 
numbering system applies to the RPCs and to Sweet & Maxwell reports cited from 
the beginning of 2001, including FSRs and EPORs.  
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